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EXCERPTS  FROM  ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  ESTAB- 
LISHING PENNSYLVANIA  STATE  GEOGRAPHIC 
BOARD,  1923. 

Section  426.  Geographic  Board — The  Geographic  Board 
shall  consist  of  the  Secretary  of  Forests  and  Waters, 
who  shall  be  the  chairman  thereof,  the  Secretary  of 
Highways,  the  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  His- 
torical Commission,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Land  Office 
Bureau  in  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs. 

Three  members  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a 
quorum. 

Section  1609.  Geographic  Board — The  Geographic  Board 
shall  have  the  power,  and  its  duty  shall  be: 

(a)  To  pass  upon  and  determine  all  unsettled 
questions  concerning  geographic  names  which  arise 
in  the  administrative  departments  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment ; 

(b)  To  determine,  change,  and  fix  the  names  of 
mountains,  rivers,  creeks,  and  other  topographic 
features  within  the  Commonwealth ; 

In  the  exercise  of  its  powers  and  the  performance 
of  its  duties,  the  Geographic  Board  shall  co-operate 
with  the  United  States  Geographic  Board. 
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DECISIONS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  GEOGRAPHIC 

BOARD,  1923-1926. 

GULICH;  township,  Clearfield  County.  (Not  Geulich.) 
Named  for  Gerhard  Philip  Gulich,  a pioneer.  This 
spelling  is  also  used  on  the  Houtzdale  topographic 
map,  and  was  obtained  from  the  County  Clerk  of 
Clearfield  County. 

GALLAHER;  township,  Clinton  County.  (Not  Gallagher 
or  Gallauher.)  Based  on  correspondence  fi’om  Philip 
S.  Kift,  Recorder  of  Deeds,  Clinton  County,  who, 
after  a search  of  the  records  in  the  Prothonotary’s 
Office,  found  that  on  December  20,  1848  a Commis- 
sion was  appointed  to  carve  a new  township  out  of 
Pine  Creek,  Dunnstable  and  Colebrook  Townships, 
which  Commission  made  its  report  and  the  same  was 
confirmed  Ni  Si,  May  15,  1849,  and  was  confirmed  by 
the  Court  absolute  on  September  18,  1849,  and  in 
the  decree  of  the  Court  it  states  that  this  report  is 
confirmed  absolute  and  the  township  is  to  be  known 
or  called  “Gallaher.”  See  record  in  Road  Docket  “A” 
No.  2,  1849  Term. 

QUEENS  RUN;  (Not  Queen’s  Run  nor  Quinn’s  Run,)  on 
the  north  bank  of  West  Branch  of  Susquehanna  River, 
three  miles  northwest  of  Lock  Haven,  Clinton  Coun- 
ty. On  a skeleton  draft  of  51  tracts  of  land  con- 
structed from  original  drafts  on  file  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Internal  Affairs  and  situate  in  Clinton  and 
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Lycoming  Counties,  this  run  is  marked  as  running 
southwardly  through  three  of  these  surveys  and 
emptying  into  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,  particularly  through  a tract  warranted  to 
Robert  Ritchey,  patented  to  John  Pearson  and  called 
“Queens  Run,”  which  said  survey  covers  the  mouth 
of  said  stream.  The  date  of  this  survey  is  April  15, 
1787,  and  of  the  patent,  November  30,  1787. 

CENTRE;  county,  in  Central  Pennsylvania.  (Not  Center.) 
A decision  based  on  the  spelling  of  “An  Act  for 
erecting  parts  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin,  Northum- 
berland, Lycoming,  and  Huntingdon  into  a separate 
county.”  The  first  section  states  “that  all  and  singu- 
lar the  lands  lying  within  the  bounds  and  limits  here- 
inafter described,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  erected 
into  a separate  county,  and  by  name  of  CENTRE 
County.”  Bioren’s  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  1799-1802, 
Vol.  VI,  Page  85. 

BRODHEAD,  mountain.  Peak  of . culmination  of  a high 
ridge  directly  south  of  Cherry  Springs  Fire  Tower  in 
Susquehannock  State  Forest.  Named  in  honor  of 
General  Daniel  Brodhead,  famed  as  an  early  pacifier 
and  explorer  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  1789,  and  insti- 
gator of  the  Brodhead  Refuge,  or  Boon  Lands 
wherein  the  Indians  found  sanctuary  from  1779  to 
1304,  in  which  area  the  above  named  peak  forms  a 
culminating  pinnacle. 
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ELK  LICK;  township,  Somerset  County.  (Not  Elklick.) 
Decision  by  the  U.  S.  Geographic  Board  based  on  in- 
formation from  Ira  Friedline,  Clerk  of  the  Courts, 
Somerset  County,  and  others,  stating  that  the  local 
and  preferred  spelling  is  Elk  Lick.  Confirmed  by  the 
Penii.^yivania  Geographic  Board. 

UWCHLAN ; township,  Chester  County.  (Not  Uwchland 
nor  Lower  Uwchlan.)  Decision  of  the  U.  S.  Geo- 
graphic Board,  based  on  information  furnished  by 
Lelah  M.  King,  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  and  Stephen  L.  Moore,  Township  Clerk, 
Upper  Uwchlan  Township,  stating  that  common 
practice  in  spelling  is  Uwchlan.  Mr.  J.  Carroll 
Hayes,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Chester  County 
Historical  Society,  West  Chester,  Pa.,  states:  “As  to 
the  correct  spelling  of  Uwchlan  Township,  Chester 
County,  the  earliest  record  I find  in  the  court  house 
as  to  the  township,  is  an  order  of  about  1738  fixing 
its  limits.  This  spells  the  name  without  a d.”  Con- 
firmed by  the  Pennsylvania  Geographic  Board. 

GREEN ; township,  Clinton  County.  (Not  Greene.)  Based 
on  correspondence  with  A.  D.  Karstetter,  Postmas- 
ter, Loganton,  Pa.,  following  examination  of  deeds  of 
early  date  which  were  found  to  carry  Ihe  spelling 
“Green.”  The  township  was  'named  for  Captain 
Harry  Green.  The  name  is  spelled  on  his  monument 
“Green.” 


CATHARINE’S  CROWN;  peak  in  Nittany  Mountain,  just 
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on  the  border  line  between  the  Milton  and  Williams- 
port quadrangles.  Peak  so  named  as  a memorial  to 
Catharine  Smith,  a widow  with  ten  children,  who 
built  a grist  mill,  later  a gun-boring  mill  at  the  mouth 
of  White  Deer  Creek,  at  the  present  village  of  White 
Deer.  The  big  flouring  mill  located  at  that  point  is 
built  upon  part  of  the  foundation  of  the  old  Smith 
boring  mill.  The  peak  named  Catharine’s  Crown 
looks  dowm  on  the  former  home,  mill,  and  grave  of 
Catharine  Smith. 

CENTRE  HALL;  Centre  County.  (Not  Center  Hall.)  In 
accordance  with  common  usage  and  in  accordance 
with  the  spelling  designated  when  the  county  by  that 
name  was  erected.  Action  was  taken  at  the  request 
of  the  Federal  Board  for  use  on  Centre  Hall  topo- 
graphic map  soon  to  be  issued. 

TRCZIYULNY ; mountain.  Centre  County.  A mountain 
point  just  east  of  Central  Railroad  of  Pennsylvania, 
just  1 mile  northeast  of  the  square  at  Belief onte. 
Named  in  honor  of  Casper  Karl  Stegner  Trcziyulny, 
a prominent  surveyor  of  early  days,  born  1767,  exiled 
from  Poland  1793,  died  1851,  and  was  buried  in  the 
shadow  of  the  peak  now  named  for  him. 

ANTES  CREEK.  (Not  Nippenose  Creek).  The  topo- 
graphic map  of  the  Williamsport  quadrangle  uses  the 
term  Nippenose  Creek  for  a creek  draining  Nippenose 
Valley  and  entering  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susque- 


8 


.i'dij 


iicE 

-ili 


The  Pcmis\'lva>iia  State  Geographic  /joarti  liL 
I itiisk 

liif 

=r, 

hanna  River  opposite  Jersey  Shore.  The  use  of  this,!tN| 
name  was  questioned  by  residents  of  the  district.  The  'I'ls  |[i 

i:i:i  »:r  •i  l. 

Board  made  a thorough  study  of  the  matter  and  .[HilHi 

iiijj 

found  that  almost  without  exception  all  maps  of  that 
region,  from  the  earliest  maps  in  the  State  Landf 
Office  to  the  latest  topographic  map,  used  Nippenose'  i^rrj. 
as  the  name  of  that  creek.  Furthermore,  other  pub-||i|yi] 
lications,  such  as  that  on  the  Streams  of  Pennsyl-yi 
vania,  used  Nippenose.  However,  from  inquiriesji) 
made,  it  is  obvious  that  the  name  Antes  has  been  andi|j|i|p 

•3':; 

is  in  common  use  locally,  and  that  Nippenose  has  not|!i , 

1.. 

been  used  for  at  least  a generation  for  the  lower  part‘||iijn;| 
of  that  stream  which  rises  from  a sink  about  one  milei'j|l 

northwest  of  Oriole  and  flows  through  Antes  Gap  to!  '' 

fett, 

the  river.  In  view  of  this  local  usage  the  name  Antes 
Creek  was  confirmed. 
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At  the  same  time  the  use  ot  Rauch  Creek  as  the  i [fi 

name  of  the  upper  part  of  the  old  Nippenose  Creek  or,.T;; 

that  part  which  flows  through  Rauch’s  Gap  andi||||i 

past  Rauchtown  and  sinks  under  the  valley  east  otiillpl 

the  Limestone  Church  or  south  of  west  of  Oriole,  islHwi 

to  be  called  Rauch  Creek,  in  accordance  with  loca||| 

usage.  The  name  Nippenose  Creek  will  be  abanf 

il  l ' 

doned,  the  name  Nippenose  being  retained  for  thf^fi 
valley. 
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Compiled  by  Dr.  George  H.  Ashley,  Secretary,  April  7ffi|| 


